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Report
The Isetta celebrates its 50th anniversary long version

Soundeffect:  Sound of engine being started

Narrator
To thousands of West Germans fifty years ago, this was the sound of freedom. Freedom from overcrowded tramways, freedom from having to use a motorcycle in bad weather. At two and a half thousand marks, BMW’s Isetta held the promise of driving your own car when 98 per cent of Germans as yet did not. The Isetta was an unusual car, says German auto racing legend Prince Leopold of Bavaria, a descendant of Bavaria’s fairytale King Ludwig:

(-) STATEMENT BY PRINCE LEOPOLD OF BAVARIA: UNIQUE FEATURES

It’s the only car with one door, and then you sit on the left side and you shift on the left side, which normally is not with BMW, but this is the unique thing.

Narrator
The Isetta’s design was by Iso of Italy, a company known for its appealing sports cars, but also for refrigerators, which may explain why you had to pull the car’s lone front door open to get in. Mercifully, the front door folded the steering wheel away on being opened, making entry into the Isetta easier than into most cars, both period and contemporary. Speed was not the Isetta’s strong suit, its puny 12 horsepower-engine would not let it go faster than 85 kilometres per hour, still, this little bubble of a car competed in real races:

(-) STATEMENT BY PRINCE LEOPOLD OF BAVARIA: RACING

The Isetta was racing, I remember, on the Mille Miglia, the historical race Mille Miglia. When you race this car, I mean, with the wheels, you know, they were more wide in front and small in the back, but you think, this car would not race, but you can race, because it’s very stable.
Narrator
Everyone loved this dapper little raceabout. The Isetta bubble car sold 160.000 times in seven years and quickly became a collector’s item. For BMW, this is one reason to cherish the memory of the Isetta. But to Germans as a whole, the Isetta made dreams come true, dreams of vacations under Italian sun, driving your own car, dreams of nascent affluence a decade after the war. And this, says Prince Leopold, is why the Isetta such as the one he owns himself is a bearer of fond memories:

(-) STATEMENT BY PRINCE LEOPOLD OF BAVARIA: HISTORY

Well, Isetta is a very important and highly popular car for BMW heritage. It was a car which you could really go for a longer holiday trip and even down to Rimini or any places you would like to go, and this, I think, this is something very interesting, to use this car also for holiday, and even you have something on your hook, on the back, so, this was very outstanding, this car.




































