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Report

The BMW Art Car Collection

In a class of their own for 30 years: BMW Art Cars. 
The BMW Art Car Collection is in a class of its own. Since 1975, many of the major artists of our time have decorated a BMW racing car in their own particular style.  Each car is a true masterpiece – and the collection as a whole is a reflection of contemporary culture.
Narrator

It was the French racing driver Hervé Poulain who had the brilliant idea of “works of art on wheels” in 1975.  Following his initiative, the American architect Alexander Calder created the first Art Car, laying the foundation stone for a growing collection. It was no accident that Calder was the first artist to take up the challenge: two years earlier he had decorated an airliner. However, the BMW 3.0 CSL was a special challenge, even for him. Hervé Poulain:
(-) Original Soundtrack Hervé Poulain:
Then the tailgate of the truck opened up and we were face to face with the car. Calder looked at me with his eyes gleaming, like a small boy. It was his toy they were delivering – a moment of true happiness for him.
Narrator

A year later, Frank Stella from New York covered a BMW with his grid pattern, looking like giant graph paper. And a pattern of half-tone dots was the trademark of Roy Liechtenstein, who designed a BMW 320 i in 1977.  It’s reminiscent of his famous comic pictures.
(-) Original Soundtrack Dr. Ulrich Lehmann:
Comics show movement by means of ‘speed lines’, and these lines flow over the entire surface of the car. You also see the crash barrier below the speed lines, making it clear that the scenery is flying past.
Narrator

Whereas most of the artists got their assistants to do the actual painting, in 1979 Andy Warhol set to with his own hands and created his art car from start to finish. Then in 1986 Robert Rauschenberg took a new departure, being the first to depict photos on a car. He’d already experimented with this technique while studying art in North Carolina.
(-) Original Soundtrack Robert Rauschenberg:
That is so completly different, I mean from working with the flat canvas. And there is something really quite disconcerting about walking into your studio and find a car there.
Narrator:
The most recent art cars were created by David Hockney and Jenny Holzer in the second half of the nineties.  Whereas Hockney turns the car inside out, in effect, and depicts the driver and a dog in stylized form, Holzer’s motifs are based on traditional images relating to motor racing. The art car by this American graphics designer is the latest in a series of 15, documenting the interplay of art and technology in a fascinating way. And the next project is already lined up at the starting gate.  Olafur Eliasson, who was awarded the Austrian Friedrich Kiesler prize for art and architecture, will be designing the 16th BMW art car, to be unveiled in public in 2007.





































