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Report

BMW F 800 - short version


Sound effect
Narrator

An engine sound as ‘hot’ as the 1960s and 70s – the period this car originated in. We’re talking about the legendary BMW 02 models, a cult object that celebrates its 40th birthday this year.  As a special present for the fans, BMW recreated the legendary 2002 TII – from original spare parts. Arthur Heimann was involved from the start.
(-) Original Soundtrack Arthur Heimann:
Four of us were sitting in a beer garden: my boss, a storekeeper, the workshop foreman, and I. And then a 2002 TII drove up. Wow!  We all took a good look.  And then one of us said: ‘We could build one of those ourselves, from spare parts’.

And the storeman answered: ‘Well, I reckon we have 90% of the parts in stock’.
Narrator

No sooner said than done. That’s to say, it took Heimann about 1300 man hours to assemble a new 2002 TII.  And of course it was Inca red: the colour of the crazy seventies.
(-) Original Soundtrack Arthur Heimann:
If you drove a 2002 in those days, and you saw one that was Inca red, then you knew straight away: he understands something about cars!
Narrator

The car captured precisely the rebellious spirit of the 1968 generation. Wide track, flat windscreen, round headlamps, circular tail lights, and any amount of power under the bonnet – 125 turbo-charged horsepower!
(-) Original Soundtrack Arthur Heimann:
In the pub you used to leave the keys casually lying on the table, so that the girls saw straight away: ‘Aha, he’s come in a BMW and not a Beetle’. There just weren’t any other cars as fast as these BMWs.
Narrator

Manfred Grunert, the press spokesman of BMW History, is enthusiastic about the 02 models. After all, they brought a turning point in the company’s fortunes.
(-) Original Soundtrack Manfred Grunert:
The 02 means a great deal to BMW.  You could say it was the foundation stone for the success that the company was able to chalk up in the sixties. We’d had a severe crisis in ’59.  And the 02 helped significantly, not just to overcome that crisis but to make us one of the leading car manufacturers, world-wide, even.
Narrator

As far as Grunert is concerned, the reconstructed 2002 TII is more than just nostalgia. For him, BMW’s past and present are intimately linked.
(-) Original Soundtrack Manfred Grunert:
We don’t just hope: we’re convinced, of course, that the genes are still present. You could say the 02 was the forerunner of the 3 Series: of course it has precisely those characteristics – compactness, sportiness, a certain amount of understatement. But it was also a perfectly natural progression for BMW, and an image that they can still identify with.
Narrator

Back to the daddy of the newly constructed 2002 TII. Arthur Heimann always casts a cautious eye over his ‘baby’ when it goes on show.
(-) Original Soundtrack Arthur Heimann:
Yes, I am worried that someone might put a scratch in it. I wouldn’t call it paternal instinct, but I’m always happy when I’m allowed to drive it from headquarters. It’s simply the pleasure – sheer driving pleasure.
Sound effect




































